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This issue of the Newletter is about sad reflection, celebration and 

excited anticipation of what is to come. We hope you enjoy it! 

 

 

Sponsors 

Firstly, as has been the case all season, we include a copy of this booklet of sponsors for 

the 2021-22 season and take the opportunity, at the end of the season, to thank each and 

every sponsor for their support in this challenging year.  

Challenging for the Club to get Junior, Vixen and Senior squads training and playing post 

COVID, but challenging also for the businesses that have given their support to the Club, 

whilst they also recover practically and financially from the effects of the pandemic.  

We wouldn’t survive or prosper as a Club without you all and there simply are not words 

sufficient to reflect our gratitude. We hope you are able to continue to support the Club in 

some way in the future and look forward to seeing you all soon. 

(Logos are featured at the back of this newsletter, as normal)    

 



Sad reflection 

It would not be appropriate to issue this end of season newsletter without acknowledging 

it as the most difficult season in the Club’s history, with the untimely passing of our team-

mate and great friend Jonathan (Beamer) Chambers. 

 

He was a massive part of the Club; once a magnificent player, then on the Seniors’ 

sidelines, supporting the Juniors’ development with his coaching and in leading the 

committee. Beamer will always be sorely missed by everyone who had the pleasure to 

know him. 

We are proud to have held the recent Memorial Day in his honour, which was an 

emotional but also fabulously fun-filled rugby day, as he would have wanted.  

We are also very happy to have welcomed Beamer’s daughter Chloe back to enjoy rugby 

on a Sunday morning. The Club will continue to support Chloe and the whole Chambers 

family in any way it can.  

RIP Beamer. 

Celebration 

Despite the difficulties faced by the Club in getting things up and running in 2021, post 

COVID and whilst mourning Beamer, the Club had a very successful season, in all 

sections. Not always with the results in games that we would have wanted, but certainly 

with the smiles, dedication and determination for success of everyone involved. The Club 

really does have a lot to celebrate as the season ends.  

 

The joy this success gave to players, coaches, parents, committee and other Club 

supporters was evident to see at the end of season celebrations, which are featured 

here, using extracts from the social media posts that followed the events themselves. 

 

Juniors/Minis event - 1 May 2022:  

Today, we celebrated all that is Youth rugby at FRFC. We have so very much to be proud of, from our 

coaches and volunteers, to our parents and of course, to the children themselves. The rain came but the 



smiles did not stop from start to finish and that in itself is testament to all involved. This club is about more 

than rugby, it is about pride and togetherness. The future has never looked so bright with some incredible 

talent coming through, some strong and competitive fixtures and new vigor and passion amongst our 

coaching team. 

We look forward to welcoming you all back on Sunday 4th September which will be our free taster session 

and we really hope that you will spread the word and bring some of your friends along to share the fun with 

us.Thank you to each and every person in attendance today - you are all amazing. Congratulations to our 

award winners too! 

Finally, thank you to the incredibly talented Kay Kipling for taking some wonderful photos today. Due to 

safeguarding regulations, we are not able to share them all with you (which is a great shame as they are 

just fantastic! A few we do have permission for are included below) but if you would like to view images of 

your child, please email safeguarding@fairfordrfc.co.uk and we can privately allow you to view photos of 

your child and make a purchase should you wish. 

\  



   

We have around 100 junior members which is fantastic but we are always keen to recruit 

more youngsters to join in the fun on a Sunday at Leafield Road pitches. This secures the 

future of the Club and should mean we have enough players signed up per age group, to  

hold fixtures for them all during the season.  

It is exciting that we have been given the opportunity to attend local primary schools to 

take activity sessions in school time, to encourage the kids to engage with the game of 

rugby; maybe 1 or 2 will come along to try it out.  

Chris Hill and Lorna Pugh are leading on this and Chris has already attended a session 

at Lechlade (ably supported by Vixen Wendy Button) and there are more planned at the 

start of the new school year. Our junior coaches have also been collaborating with junior 

sections of other Clubs, to join forces for fixtures to make sure the kids are getting 

games, even when FRFC numbers are too low to field a team ourselves. 

This progress really should be celebrated; the future of the Junior section at the Club is 

looking very bright. 

Vixens and Seniors End of Season Dinner (EOSD) – 14 May 2022 

   

Ladies’ and Gents’ squads put on their glad rags and joined forces once again this year 

to share their end of season celebrations and what a night it was. Unlike for the juniors, 

the sun shone on a glorious evening at Jenner’s Barn. The night started in a 

sophisticated fashion with pre dinner drinks and canapes in the sunshine, but as you can 

imagine, it wasn’t long before it became a lively, raucous affair. 

 

Here’s what Vixens’ and Seniors’ Head Coach Danny had to say the following day: 

 

What an end to the 2021-2022 rugby season that was. The Mens and Vixens team in unison, and joined by 



so many that mean so much to us all. A million thankyous were said last night for all the hard work and 

support we have recieved by so many over the season. 

A special thankyou must go to those who made last night possible, and certainly the best one yet. Jenners 

Barn what a venue and what an honour it was to be there, we are a very lucky Club. George Ellis his staff 

and The Outside Inn Company, the food and the service was absolutely first class, as always. Jim Keir, you 

are a talented man my friend, thank you for keeping us entertained. To the Chambers family - thankyou for 

the table drinks allowing us to toast yours and our beloved Beamer. 

And to every single person in attendance, you made it what it was, thank you. 

 

Award winners 2021-2022 

Award Recipients 

Presidents Shield Lindsey Thurlow 

Most Improved Vixens: Ora Wall. 

Men: James Fearn 

Young Player Vixens: Lauren Searles. 

Men: Jacob Matthews 

Captains Player Vixens: Donna Smith-Ducker. 

Men: Richie Lewis 



Supporters Player Vixens: Alice Farnell. 

Men: Harri Cummings 

Coaches Player Vixens: Charlie Rymer. 

Men: Charlie Bailey 

Players’ player  

 

Vixens: Ellis Paisley-Frail. 

Men: Keelan Little 

Plank  

 

Vixens: Katy Perrett. 

Men: Tom Jenkins. 

 

    



  

 

Congratulations to each and every one of you. 

 

As well as player awards, there were lots of thanks given on the night to those who 

support the Club on an ongoing basis and gifts were handed out to volunteers and 

committee members who give their time to the Club.  

 

There was also a special, quite emotionally charged, award made to Charlie Bailey, to 

provide support to him during recovery from his recent horrendous injury (and a 

commitment to support him ongoing). What a truly lovely gesture from your wonderful 

Club. 

 

There was also a raffle and auction held on the night to raise ever welcome Club funds, 

which was a great success (£750 raised by the raffle and £250 from the auction). The 

Club would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who supported the raffle and 

auction with donations of goods and services: 



 

 

 

Thanks 

goes to…… 

The Bull 

Hotel, 

Fairford 

Ian Wilson 

Services, 

Fairford 

Blue and 

Boheme, 

Lechlade 

Andrew 

Butler 

Butchers, 

Fairford 

ChicP 

Hummus 

7a Coffee 

Shop, 

Fairford 

Candles and 

Pearls Gift 

Shop, 

Fairford 

She’s Active The 

Conditioning 

Club, 

Fairford 

The Prime 

Practise 

Ducky 

Cleans 

The Co-op, 

Fairford 

Kay 

Thompson 

Photography 

Fairford 

Therapy 

Centre 

Cirencester 

Golf Club 

SB Sports 

Massage 

Totterdown 

Farm 

Holistic 

Therapy 

Inspirations 

Hair Salon 

David Lloyd 

Leisure 

Premier 

Leasing and 

Finance Ltd 

Chris Tanner 

(auction 

picture and 

raffle tickets) 

Maddie and 

Jamews 

(auction 

shirt) 

The Railway 

Inn, Fairford 

 

 The Club would also like to genuinely thank Katherine and Sheree for organizing these. 

 

Skydiving Stopkas   

The final celebratory piece for this issue. 

On 22 May, Gillian and Andy successfully completed the personal (and some might say 

nutty) challenge they set themselves, to jump out of a fully functioning aircraft, for fun! 

Well it wasn’t just for fun (though they both loved it) it was to raise money for Brain 

Tumour Charity, in memory of our beloved Beamer.  

If you remember, Andy took on a bit more of a challenge than he had expected, when he 

signed up, as he was told he would need to lose some serious ‘timber’ to be below the 

maximum weight limit for a tandem jump, so he spent the preceeding weeks abstaining 

on all the nice things, just so he could complete the challenge. 

The Stopkas (jointly with their friends who also jumped) set a fundraising target of £1000 

initially, but having smashed that goal, they’ve now revised it to £2000, which would be 

just fantastic (to be fair what they’ve raised already IS fantastic). If you haven’t yet 

pledged but would like to, it’s not too late. The link to their just giving page is below: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/carol-murray-jones 

 

Congratulations Mr and Mrs Stopka! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/carol-murray-jones


Excited anticipation  

The success of all sections of the Club in 2021-22 means we are all raring to go and can’t 

wait to see what the 2022-23 brings. 

 

It’s important to take time over the summer to recharge batteries, of course, indeed 

safeguarding rules require that junior players do indeed take a rest from rugby. 

 

But, the Club (mostly driven by, of course, Danny Briggs) is also keen to maintain the 

‘buzz’ at the end of the season, keep fitness levels high and mental health, well, healthy! 

 

So, here’s news of a few things happening over the summer and of some exciting 

progress on the one thing that matters, almost above all, to the long term future of 

Fairford RFC, a Clubhouse: 

 

Summer Touch 

Every Wednesday during the summer, starting 18 May, Danny will be leading Men and 

Women’s summer touch at Coln House pitches. All welcome, players or not. 

 

 

Wrona’s Renegades 

Mike Wrona and Danny Briggs have brought a team of lads together, with links to both 

Fairford RFC and Swindon RFC to play 7’s rugby over the summer. First fixture(s) are at 

a tournament 8th and 9th July at North Dorset. 

 

The aim of the group is to make a difference by raising awareness and much needed 

funds for a local mental health charity, SG MIND, alongside keeping fit and having fun 

 

This is not a Fairford RFC initiative as such, but will involve several of our current and 

former Senior squad and is consistent with the Club’s own aims to look after those who 

may be struggling in the local community. The players involved each recognize the 



benefits they will personally see from being involved and many have friends lost to or 

affected by mental illness. If you want to know what you can do to support a great cause, 

then just contact Danny or Mike. 

 

Club Challenge Event 

Remember lockdown and those brilliant challenges that Danny had us all doing to keep in 

touch, keep fit and stay happy, when the world may have seemed a dark place. 

 

Well COVID may be having less impact on all our lives now, but the benefits of the Club’s 

members working in teams, challenging each other and themselves while having fun on 

foot/bike/rower or whatever remains.  

 

So, from 18th June to 3rd July the Pink Panthers, Golden Eagles and Green Army are 

back, counting steps/miles/kms or whatever the rules require, in pursuit of fun, personal 

and team satisfaction, whilst raising some money for a worthy local cause. Around 80 

men, women and children are taking part, which is just incredible, 

 

Details to follow for those involved but, as before, even if you’re not involved, make sure 

you give a shout out to those pounding the streets of Fairford over those two weeks. We 

are also hoping to host a trial type event on the final day, all starting and finishing at the 

same place (details to follow) so you could show your support then too.  

Clubhouse – we need your help! 

As anyone involved with Fairford RFC will know, the Club has been investigating options 

for its own ‘home’ for several years now and, although some progress has been made 

and facilities on the ground have been improved, while we seek a permanent solution, 

the Club still doesn’t have what it wants or needs, to match its ambition for the future. 

 

Well there is now some really positive news; Fairford Town Council and Gloucestershire 

County Council have been working on a project, looking at building a facility at Coln 

House School, to be shared between FRFC, Fairford Youth Football Club and the 

community as a whole. 

 

To help the project keep positive momentum, the Town Council has asked that we 

ask you, our members, to show your support by sending an email to them 

expressing the importance of such a development going ahead. Please send to 

clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk  

 

mailto:clerks@fairfordtowncouncil.gov.uk


Preferably you can send something individual that reflects why you would personally 

support such a proposal. However, even if you don’t feel able to draft something, the 

Council would be happy to accept generic emails from members in support of the project.  

 

Copied below is a suggested email, that’s recently been shared with Club members 

through other means, to use if they wish. If you haven’t already, please be prompted to 

show your support for something which really could change the future landscape of 

FRFC, forever. Some of you already have and the council have already thansked us and 

asked we keep the emails coming in. 

 

Dear Fairford Town Council 

I am a member of Fairford Rugby Club and am emailing you to ask for serious consideration to a building 

being built on the Coln House School fields. 

A club house and function room would allow our rugby club to grow and develop whilst continuing to 

positively affect the lives of local men, women and children.  

Rugby develops Teamwork, Respect, Enjoyment, Discipline and Sportsmanship and this is more important 

now than ever. A facility that would allow us to be more as one as a Club, where our Senior men and women 

could set an example to our children and where our Children could remind us all of the joy that rugby brings 

to our lives, would be nothing short of amazing. 

Throughout the pandemic we as a club have raised thousands of pounds for various local charities, whilst 

involving the local community in our sporting activities. We continue to have plans and dreams, and we 

believe that this venture can only help us grow and in turn allow us to help even more people within the 

community, who are always at the forefront of our thinking. 

 

Yours in rugby 

Xxxxxx 

Fairford RFC. 

 

If this project gets the go ahead, work could begin in 2023 so there may finally be light at 

the end of the Clubhouse tunnel. Please play your part in moving this project forward. 

 

Changing facilities – they just got better 

Whilst we look forward to our permanent home, we are very grateful for being able to 

continue to use the facilities provided by Fairford Youth FC (FYFC), for our Senior and 

Vixen games. 

 

It’s only right that we help take care of those facilities, so when FYFC approached the 

Club for help in refurbishing the changing rooms at the end of the season, we were more 

than happy to help. We were asked to clean and paint the floors, whilst FYFC focused on 

the rest. Saturday 21st May was set aside by FYFC for the work and FRFC got together 

a team of people willing to give up their time in support. 

 



Of course, we couldn’t paint without first cleaning, so Lorna Pugh kindly got a small team 

of her professional cleaners to go in on the evening of 20th May with their special bits of 

kit to prepare the floors for painting.  

 

So, first, special thanks to Lorna and her employees. Secondly thanks to the following 

team that rocked up on the Saturday and made light work of the paint job: 

Aimee Elizabeth Emily Bennett Wendy Button 

Kay Kipling  Helen Ross  Sarah Rees 

Kenny Robins George Ellis  Ben Goodey 

Chris Hill  Steve Darley 

 

Thanks also to those who had offered their time later in the weekend, if the work was not 

finished on the Saturday. The picture below (courtesy of Kay) shows what a fabulous job 

was done. All ready for 2022/2023. 

 

 

Further community support 

As you know, FRFC has a proud history of providing support to its community, through 

fundraising for local charities and causes. Here is another example of members of the 

FRFC ‘family’ going above and beyond.  

 

Pictured below are George and Davina recently manning the FRFC buttie van, to provide 

food and refreshments for volunteers from ECF and USAF, who are busy helping prepare 

Waiting Hill Farm House, ready to shortly receive two Ukranian families. All costs of 

provisions was met by George’s Outside Inn Company. 

 



 

 

Great work guys, we are sure that little break was welcomed by the volunteers. 

 

FRFC ‘Housekeeping’ Content 

Dates for your diary 
Date What/Where Time 

2/6/22 Fairford Festival at the Cricket Club (fun activities for all the 

family, marking Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee) 

Afternoon 

4/6/22 Fairford Parade, supported by a FRFC float, as part of the 

Jubilee celebrations 

Afternoon 

20/6/22 Annual General Meeting – Cricket Club  7.30pm 

16/8/22* Next Committee Meeting – Cricket Club  7pm 

End July Next Newsletter (No issue in June) - 

 

*The committee previously advised that it would aim to hold its meetings on the same day of each month and had 

agreed the 3rd Monday each month. However, it has now been established that this clashes with another rugby meeting 

that committee members attend. So we have now agreed to hold our meetings 3rd Tuesday of each month. June’s 

meeting is replaced by the AGM, July there will be no meeting due to summer breaks, so the next regular committee 

meeting will be August 2022. 

 

 

FRFC Kit 

As always, remember to go to the Raging Bull link below for all your ‘kit’ needs. There are 

sections for Seniors, Vixens and Juniors.  

https://www.ragingbullsportswear.com/product-category/rugby-union-club-stores/fairford-

rfc/?fbclid=IwAR0QxAVizwzyW_GWZE6sfyZWhoepayP8RIzQs9wGyJ4_0OwHsK3FxvyUOUg  

https://www.ragingbullsportswear.com/product-category/rugby-union-club-stores/fairford-rfc/?fbclid=IwAR0QxAVizwzyW_GWZE6sfyZWhoepayP8RIzQs9wGyJ4_0OwHsK3FxvyUOUg
https://www.ragingbullsportswear.com/product-category/rugby-union-club-stores/fairford-rfc/?fbclid=IwAR0QxAVizwzyW_GWZE6sfyZWhoepayP8RIzQs9wGyJ4_0OwHsK3FxvyUOUg


If you want to check availability on ‘in stock’ kit or if you have any queries, email 

volunteer kit co-ordinator Debbie Rees-Jones on dbracewell72@googlemail.com. 

 

NB: Just a reminder of our desire to become a cash-free Club. So, please can you be 

ready to use cards/applepay when purchasing at the cabin.  

  

More Volunteers Needed 

As we have said before, we are always looking for extra hands to lighten the load of 

running a successful Club, So, if you can help on the field with coaching, off field with 

admin or catering or can help us push forward our Clubhouse planning, we would be very 

happy to hear from you. 

If you are interested in getting involved with Fairford RFC, in any capacity, please drop an 

email to rugby@fairfordrfc.co.uk in the first instance. Thank you. 

Feedback is a gift 

If you are receiving this newsletter but no longer wish to, have any feedback (on content, 

frequency etc) or have a contribution for a future issue, please email Karen at 

kspour@sky.com in the first instance.

mailto:dbracewell72@googlemail.com
mailto:rugby@fairfordrfc.co.uk
mailto:kspour@sky.com


Thankyou to our sponsors for their continued support: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


